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'After that activism led to the
breakthrough discovery in 1996, that
combination HIV treatment could reduce
viral load to undetectable levels,
protecting health and prolonging life,
Act Up continued fighting for health

equity.

In 2002, TAG began raising awareness
of the impact that tuberculosis (TB)
was having on people with HIV in the
developing world. They also started
organizing for hepatitis C treatment
access, and are currently fighting for
accessible treatment and prevention for
COVID and Mpox.

Act up opposed the Iraq war in 2003
and the genocide in Palestine, citing
pink washing.

I believe they act up is a beautiful
example of how personal sexual
liberation connects to global liberation
from capitalist imperialist systems. ACT
UP also fought to include IV drug users,
women with HIV, and people of color,
and patients of other under-addressed
illnesses in studies and treatment
agendas.

I believe it is also a beautiful example
of the importance and the risks of both
grass-roots activism outside of the
government and working with government
bodies and making demands from within.

Factions of ACT UP that worked more

closely with the government didn't do
enough to include more marginalized
communities. But that proximity to the
government also gave them power to
make widespread institutional change.

The conflict was between prioritizing
political power to make big institutional
changes and maintaining unwavering
demands that include all that were
affected. Groups like TAG made
connections in elite public officials to
make widespread change at the price

of compromising demands so they are
acceptable to such elites. On the other
hand, more radical groups kept distance
from such elites who will only accept

compromised demands.

I believe that this documentary {How
to survive a plague) is important today
because it shows us that systems

of power are not FOR queer people.
They were not built to understand,

let alone care for, our queerness,
Today politicians still frame our right
to existence as political; they argue
about gay marriage as though our

very existance is a moral debate. <How
To Survive a Plague) shows us that

our queer existence has been made

a political existence. I hope that in
knowing the nature of our struggle you
don't feel alone.

ACT UP's signature chant "silence =
death”
for human rights. Silence equals death

is relevant to many struggles

for queer people, for Palestinians, for
workers, for people of color. There
is a great unity and a great humanity
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in Korea been different? Is treatment
accessible? Are preventative measures
like "safe sex" common practice? Do

people understand what
and do they respect that?
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